
Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast Scenarios 

The Terminal Area Forecast (TAF) has baseline forecasts of total enplanements and total airport 

operations by airport.  In addition to the baseline forecast, FAA has produced an optimistic and 

pessimistic forecast scenario for these parameters for the 30 large hub airports and 31 medium hub 

airports in the 2018 TAF. The baseline, optimistic, and pessimistic forecast scenarios are presented 

for 2010 to 2045. For more information see the write-up 2018 TAF: Optimistic and Pessimistic 

Forecast Scenarios for Large and Medium Hub Airports .
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Enplanements 

(Baseline)

Total Enplanements 

(Optimistic Scenario)

Total Enplanements 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

DEN large 2010 24,791,870 24,791,870 24,791,870

DEN large 2011 25,647,176 25,647,176 25,647,176

DEN large 2012 25,680,616 25,680,616 25,680,616

DEN large 2013 25,479,156 25,479,156 25,479,156

DEN large 2014 25,980,000 25,980,000 25,980,000

DEN large 2015 25,907,124 25,907,124 25,907,124

DEN large 2016 27,823,360 27,823,360 27,823,360

DEN large 2017 29,574,274 29,574,274 29,574,274

DEN large 2018e 30,849,864 31,568,422 30,420,336

DEN large 2019 32,870,432 35,220,652 31,039,348

DEN large 2020 33,697,168 36,361,776 31,333,488

DEN large 2021 34,451,596 37,210,968 31,774,298

DEN large 2022 35,133,488 38,587,532 32,059,460

DEN large 2023 35,779,976 39,957,356 32,262,408

DEN large 2024 36,379,156 40,546,652 32,422,870

DEN large 2025 36,978,296 41,617,792 32,620,794

DEN large 2026 37,573,280 42,684,040 32,818,662

DEN large 2027 38,189,468 43,827,456 32,998,782

DEN large 2028 38,836,224 45,064,996 33,177,742

DEN large 2029 39,502,684 46,502,696 33,331,308

DEN large 2030 40,195,072 47,827,384 33,489,276

DEN large 2031 40,907,896 49,113,140 33,651,664

DEN large 2032 41,629,488 50,385,464 33,843,672

DEN large 2033 42,354,768 51,715,208 34,050,860

DEN large 2034 43,092,380 53,043,480 34,190,316

DEN large 2035 43,830,196 54,328,272 34,261,692

DEN large 2036 44,575,644 55,563,052 34,321,860

DEN large 2037 45,333,140 56,861,380 34,404,640

DEN large 2038 46,089,264 58,214,084 34,507,668

DEN large 2039 46,845,116 59,591,296 34,631,288

DEN large 2040 47,603,216 60,979,892 34,754,232

DEN large 2041 48,351,876 62,253,232 34,874,548

DEN large 2042 49,115,040 63,471,168 34,985,060

DEN large 2043 49,893,024 64,719,420 35,080,508

DEN large 2044 50,682,396 65,947,508 35,157,612

DEN large 2045 51,487,008 67,140,688 35,210,272
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Airport 

Operations (Baseline)

Total Airport 

Operations (Optimistic 

Scenario)

Total Airport 

Operations 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

DEN large 2010 626,425 626,425 626,425

DEN large 2011 641,923 641,923 641,923

DEN large 2012 618,380 618,380 618,380

DEN large 2013 593,442 593,442 593,442

DEN large 2014 578,950 578,950 578,950

DEN large 2015 550,724 550,724 550,724

DEN large 2016 566,035 566,035 566,035

DEN large 2017 584,240 584,240 584,240

DEN large 2018 594,522 608,621 585,737

DEN large 2019 622,627 666,875 588,079

DEN large 2020 617,822 666,329 574,821

DEN large 2021 622,498 671,928 574,540

DEN large 2022 620,626 680,754 566,915

DEN large 2023 614,032 684,396 554,464

DEN large 2024 618,944 688,429 552,683

DEN large 2025 628,461 705,473 555,704

DEN large 2026 637,953 722,432 558,793

DEN large 2027 647,785 740,634 561,588

DEN large 2028 658,098 760,321 564,355

DEN large 2029 668,711 783,251 566,697

DEN large 2030 679,754 804,419 569,048

DEN large 2031 691,128 824,871 571,552

DEN large 2032 702,634 845,076 574,528

DEN large 2033 714,207 866,215 577,762

DEN large 2034 725,978 887,313 579,896

DEN large 2035 737,765 907,715 580,909

DEN large 2036 749,674 927,265 581,770

DEN large 2037 761,765 947,831 582,987

DEN large 2038 773,855 969,294 584,556

DEN large 2039 785,938 991,140 586,460

DEN large 2040 798,086 1,013,187 588,362

DEN large 2041 810,076 1,033,349 590,239

DEN large 2042 822,296 1,052,593 591,957

DEN large 2043 834,752 1,072,315 593,436

DEN large 2044 847,386 1,091,692 594,620

DEN large 2045 860,270 1,110,483 595,411
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